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Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

DECLARATION UNDER 37 C-F.R. 1,131 

Wesley Stout, III, the applicant in the above-identified patent application 
declares: 

1 . When I developed my invention, I was trying to solve a problem that would 
exist in business and industry. Since, I am retired, I realized that I would require the help 
of some company that used date-sensitive computerized information. 



2. From a time prior to March 8, 1996, and continuing to June 22, 1998 and 
thereafter, I contacted several companies, organizations, and government agencies in 
an effort to engage someone to test and prove the viability of my Y2K solution. 



3. In all of my dealings with outside companies, I tried to maintain the 
confidentiality of my invention. In late 1997, I devised a pamphlet that helped explain 
my invention in hopes that my contacts would generate a better response. 
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4. In late 1996, I consulted a patent attorney to explain the patent process and 
what I could do with my invention. I learned that the patent process was very expensive 
and beyond my immediate financial abilities, due to my limited pension income and 
significant medical expenses associated with me and my wife. It became apparent that 

I needed the help of an outside company not only to test my invention but also to help 
me pursue patent protection. 

5. I made the following contacts seeking assistance in further developing and 
testing my invention: 

October 27, 1 995: I sent a letter and a pamphlet to the Governor of the State of 
Indiana, warning about the Y2K problem and suggesting my 
solution. 

July 7, 1996: I sent a letter to The Association for Computer Machining warning 

about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
July 7, 1996: I sent a letter to the Computer Measurement Group warning about 

the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
July 10, 1996: I sent a letter to The American Software Association warning 

about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
July 13, 1996: I sent a letter to the U.S. Interagency Advisory Council warning 

about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
July 17, 1996: I sent a letter to WISH Television, Indianapolis, accompanying an 

article about the Y2K problem and stating that I had worked 

out a solution. 

August 2, 1996: I sent a follow-up letter to The American Software Association 
warning about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 

August 2, 1996: I sent a follow-up letter to the Association for Computer 
Machining. 

August 2, 1996: I sent a second letter to the U.S. Interagency Advisory Council 
warning about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
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August 12, 1996: I sent a non-disclosure agreement to the Central Data 

Processing Dept., State of Nebraska. I don't have the date of 
my first contact with them. 

August 13, 1996: 1 sent a letter to Paul Houghton at Microsoft Corp. offering to 
submit my Y2K solution to Microsoft for review. 

August 17, 1996: 1 sent a letter to Bill Gates at Microsoft Corp. asking for help in 
patenting my Y2K solution. 

August 17, 1996: I sent a letter to Mr. Jerry Rieger at the Social Security 

Administration, expressing my reluctance to provide detail 
information about my Y2K solution without a confidentiality 
agreement to keep my invention secure. I had contacted the 
Social Security Administration prior to this date and received a 
response back; but I don't have a record of those exact dates. 

August 26, 1996: I sent a non-disclosure agreement to The American Software 
Association. 

September 7, 1996: I sent a letter to Inter Data Systems warning about the Y2K 

problem and announcing my solution. 
September 11, 1996: I sent a letter to Apple Computer, Inc., warning about the 

Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
September 11, 1996: I sent a letter to Panasonic Software Co., warning about 

the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
September 1 1 , 1996: I sent a letter to the Tandy Corp. warning about the Y2K 

problem and announcing my solution. 
September 11, 1996: I sent a letter to Toshiba America Inc. warning about the 

Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
October 9, 1996: I sent a letter to the Pentagon, Computer Data Base Center, 

warning about the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 
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December 5, 1996: I sent a letter to Matsushita Electric Industrial/ Panasonic 
Co., warning about the Y2K problem and announcing my 
solution. 

February 18, 1997: I sent a letter to the Governor of the State of Indiana, warning 
of the Y2K problem and announcing my solution. I received a 
response to this letter on February 25, 1997 thanking me for 
my letter and stating that the state agencies had been working 
on the problem. 

February 18, 1997: I sent a letter to Sun Micro Systems, warning about the Y2K 

problem and announcing my solution. 
February 26, 1997: I sent a letter to Ms. Shirley Chater at the Social Security 

Administration accompanying an article about the Y2K 

problem and again stressing the need for a nondisclosure 

agreement. 

February 27, 1997: I sent a letter and materials relative to my MDS-2000 solution 
to the First North American National Bank of Richmond 
Virginia. 

March 12, 1997: 1 sent a letter to Purdue University following up a phone 

conversation with John Steele discussing the Y2K problem 
and my solution. 

June 25, 1997: I sent a follow-up letter to Sun Micro Systems warning about the 
Y2K problem and announcing my solution. 

December 1, 1997: I faxed a letter to Microsoft with information about my Y2K 
solution. I received a reply to this letter on December 26, 
1997 about the company policy with respect to information and 
proposals from outside parties. On January 3, 1998, I sent a 
letter to Microsoft expressing my disappointment with their 
response of December 26, 1997, but I indicated that I was still 
willing to work with them. 
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December 9, 1997: I sent a non-disclosure agreement and materials on my 

MDS-2000 solution to Equilibrated Bio Systems. I don't have 
the date of my first contact with them. 

April 1, 1998: I sent a letter to the Information Technology Association of America 
(ITAA). I had previously sent a letter and materials relative to 
my MDS-2000 solution and they responded suggesting that I 
request ITAA certification for my solution. In my April 1, 1998 
letter, I replied letting them know that I couldn't afford the cost 
of certification; but that I was willing to continue to work with 
them. 

True and complete card records and some letters showing these 
communications are attached. 

6. During this period from March 8, 1996 to June 22, 1998, I spent a 
considerable amount of time dealing with the Veterans Administration regarding benefit 
payments and insurance coverage for medical expenses from a quadruple heart bypass 
surgery, on the hope that I could apply this money to patenting my invention. 

7. During this period, I also spent time tending to my wife who had surgery for a 
hysterectomy and bladder drainage on June 18, 1997, at which time it was also 
discovered that she had cervical cancer which necessitated the removal of most of her 
cervix. This surgery was followed by radiation treatments. I also spent time caring for 
my wife after she had abdominal surgery again on August 1, 1997 to correct damage 
done by the radiation treatments. Nevertheless, I continued my writing campaign during 
this time frame. 

8. In spite of the importance of my Y2K solution, my efforts to obtain assistance 
met with significant resistance and hesitance. During this time, I saved as much money 
as I could on my fixed pension until I accumulated enough money to file the present 
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patent application. During March 1996 to June 1998, 1 worked as diligently as I could to 
prove my concept on paper and aggressively tried to get help in proving my concept in a 
business computer setting. 

9. The undersigned hereby declares that all statements made herein are based 
on my personal knowledge and are true, and that the statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine, 
imprisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code and that 
such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application of any patent 
issued therefrom. 



Dated: 
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Microsoft Corporation 
One Microsoft Way 
Redmond, WA 98052-6399 
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Microsoft 




December 26, 1997 



Mr. Wesley Stout III W(J 
938 E. Taylor Street #6 
Ladoga, IN 47954 

Dear Mr. Stout, 

This letter summarizes Microsoft Corporation's policies with respect to receipt of information and proposals from 
outside parties involving new products, technologies, ideas or other non-public information. 

Microsoft is actively developing products in a wide array of technology areas and may be considering 
development of products related to the information that you communicate to Microsoft. For that reason, it is not 
possible for Microsoft to accept any confidential information regarding your proposal. Any information that is 
provided to us will not be treated as confidential or proprietary. Any information that is provided to us with 
confidential markings will be returned without review. If you still wish to submit information or proposals for 
our consideration please forward your materials to: 

Chris James 

Director of Acquisitions and New Products 
Microsoft Corporation 
One Microsoft Way 
Redmond, WA 98052-6399 

In order to assist us in our review we ask that you be certain to include in your materials the market or area of 
technology to which you think your idea or product is relevant. When and if we decide to proceed with a 
definitive project, we will document this with a formal legal agreement. Until then, it has been our experience 
that this arrangement works best to prevent any misunderstandings. To acknowledge that you have been advised 
of Microsoft's policies in this regard, please countersign this letter where indicated below and return a copy to the 
above address together with the materials you wish to submit. We will not be able to review your materials until 
we have received this executed document. 



■ i 



Microsoft Corporation is an equal opportunity employer. 



♦ 



If you fee! that you have a really great, world-class product, we would appreciate hearing from you again. 

Sincerely Yours, 
MICROSOFT CORPORATION 



Cathy Walker 

Administrative Manager 

Office of the Executive Committee 



Enclosures: Submission 
Acknowledged: , 

(Print company name) 
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MR. JAMES : x 0Q NQJ WASTE TIME QR W0RDS . THIS IS A WORLD WIDE COMPUTER 
PROBLE , AS MICRO SOFT WELL KNOWS. 

MY Y2K PROJECT 2000 COMPUTER DATE PROBLEM REMEDY, READY FOR DISKETTE 
PROGRAMMING . WILL HAVE A PROFOUND EFFECT ON THE COMPUTER SOFTWARE 
MARKET. HERE IN THE (USA) AS WELL AS AROUND THE WORLD. 

MY ADVISE TO YOU SIR, IS NOT! TO HESITATE ON YOUR DECISION ABOUT 
THIS. I MADE MYSELF CLEAR ONCE TO MICRSOFT . TIME IS OF THE UTMOST 
IMPORTANCE ON THIS MATTER. 

IF! MICROSOFT HAS NO INTEREST, OTHERS WILL. 

MOST SINCERELY, 




WESLEY S 



THE HONORABLE 

MR. FRANK 0 ' BANNON GOVERNOR 
STATE OF INDIANA 
STATE HOUSE ROOM 206 
100 N. CAPITOL AVE. 
INDIANAPOLIS , INDIANA 
46804 

DEAR GOVERNOR: 

I made a special effort to contact Indianas Computer Data Processing 
Di v isions Di rector . 

To inform him or her, that as a interested individual. That I had 
worked out a reasonable solution to the inclosed article concerning 
an impending computer malfunction of ALL computers World Wide at the 
approaching year of 2000. 

Which WILL include ALL of Indianas Data Processing Computers. 

By way of an explanat i on . As a working example, what WILL happen. 

My personal renewed drivers licenses issued by the (BMV) 020597 State 

Of Indiana. Shows my drivers license expiration date as 012500. 

I as an individual, understands what that means .( Jan . 25-00 or the 

year 2000) . 

BUT! unfortunately the (BMV) Computer Data Processing Division WILL NOT. 
Using the standard , customary (2) digit numbers to identify the date. 
The (BMV) computer will recognize ,[ 0 12500 ) as January 25-00 or as 
January 25-1S00 ONLY! Not the year 2000 as intended to be. 

The reason being, There has been NO! provisions made or offered for 
the computer to recognize the 21st. century or the year 2000. 

As a native born Hoosier,and a supporting fellow Democrat. I would 
like to share my discovery or solution to this impending computer 
date sensative problem with Indiana FIRST. 

With this thought in mind, CAN the State Of Indiana afford NOT to take 
a first hand look at the impending computer problem. And to the 
solution to the problem I have provided? 

Once Indianas Computer Data Processing Center has examined the problem 
and the solution provided by me. I suspect there will be NO DOUBT! 
as to its acceptability as the problem solver. 

The cost of this service, as you will recognize clear ly , instantly . 
Will be many, many, thousands of dollars less than any that may have 
been offered. Or about to be offered. 

My solution to this computer problem is ready NOW! TO-DAY! 

Your Computer Data Processing Center can adjust their computers , ALL 

of the State Wide, easily and accurately in just minuets. 

Let me show you how . 

Most Sincerely, 




POWER PLUSS, SURE GRIP BATTERY TERMINALS 




P.O. Box 525 
Ladoga, IN 47954 



ENTERPRISES 
LIMITED LIABILITY COMPANY 

WESLEY STOUT III 

CEO 




(317) 942-2037 
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Mr. Wesley Stout, III 
Chief Executive Officer 
S & W Enterprises 



s m February 25, 1997 




Indiana Government Center South 
402 West Washington Street, Room W478 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204 



DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION 




Technology Center 2100 



P.O. Box 525 
Ladoga, Indiana 47954 

Dear Mr. Stout: 

Thank you for your letter of February 18, 1997, to Governor O'Bannon regarding the 
Year 2000 computer project. Since the Indiana Department of Administration oversees the 
State's computer network, he asked that we respond to your letter. 

The state agencies that depend heavily on computer services to most efficiently serve 
Indiana's citizens have been working on this project for at least the past couple of years. A 
number of internal meetings, strategic planning, task forces, and consultation with notable 
information technology vendors continue to move forward on this extremely urgent matter. 
Due to its urgency, we are now calling it the "Year '99" project. 

I might mention that the State is statutorily obligated to conduct business with vendors 
through its procurement code. If you have an interest in doing business with the State in the 
area of computer services, please complete the enclosed vendor application and return it to 
us. 

Again, thank you for writing and sharing information with us. We appreciate your 
interest in this most important project. 



Sincerely, 



JDMrsen 



cc: 



Enclosure 



Terri Roney, Governor's Office 
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SOCIAL SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
6401 SECURITY BOULEVARD 
BALTIMORE, MD. 
21235 

ATT: SHIRLEY S CHATER 
COMMISSIONER 




e nt t 



02-26-97 



DEAR Ms. CHATER: 

This is the 2nd. time I have contacted The S.S. Administration in 
regards to this devastating Computer Century Date Identification 
problem 

Which is destined to occur Jan . 0 1 -2000 , as the inclosed article has 
pointed out . 

In as much the article has stated, The S . S . Administration has been 
involved in their solving this Computer Date Problem, with out any 
success to the impending problem. 

I would like to offer my services , 1 ike any other Vendor with a product 
to the S.S. Administration. 

I have a simple worked out solution to this impending problem. 

NO! Computer Software need be involved, NO! Computer Operator Special 
Training is required. NO! changing of S . S . Administrat i on Data Base 
Processing is required . 

It will be business as usual for the Administration. 

EXCEPT! The S.S. Administration Computer Data Base Processing Office 
OF Systems will be operating swiftly , accurately , and efficently. 
All systems will be fool pr lQO f f D fi tfte nfext 26,000 years. 

To recieve this answer Brt Solution- I like any other Vendor need to 
protect my product .form being given away or misused. 

Therefore Legal Nondisclosures need to be signed to insure product 
safeguard . 

This product,just like any other product the S .S . Administration Dept. 
might purshase as a government agency to assist the agency in the 
performance of their duty more ef f icent ly , Must be purchased from a 
Vendor. In this instance I am the Inventor of the product and Vendor. 

Major Software Mf gs . have their Computer Date Correction solutions 
now for sale. That will cost $250,000. or more. Plus ALL Computer 
Operators must attend special training classes. Their corrective 
system, will disrupt your Data Processing System. MINE WILL NOT' 
IT IS FULLY GUARANTEED NOT!! TO DISRUPT YOUR SYSTEM. 

SINCERELY YOURS, 



930 EAST TAYLOR ST.#6, P.O. D0X 525 LADOGA, INI 47954 
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□ ear Mr . Steel ; 

Thank you for taking time to chat with me this past Wed. AM, about 
the M Big MAIN Frame Computers". It seems I have more questions than 
answers . 

You named my "Letter , Number " system for century date purposes as an 
"Alternative Date System". But that in your op i n i on , because the old 
computer programs would not recognize it as an alternative for the 
21st. (£) digit year 8000 . That it would not be effective. 



PURDUE UNIVERSITY 

COMPUTING CENTER 

1408 MATH BLDG. RM.G175 

WEST LAFAYETTE, IN. 

47907-1408 

ATT: MR. JOHN STEEL 




AN ALTERNATIVE (2) DIGIT DATE SYSTEM 
"A BAND AID" FOR THE MAIN FRAMES. 

LET ME PRESENT A "HYPOTHETICAL" 

In an effort to avoid a major undertaking of having to reprogram 
ALL of "THE BIG MAIN FRAMES" to recognize the year 2000 and the 
21st. century and beyond. 

And in as much a great number of these "BIG FRAMES" are possibly 
due, or over due for a major overhaul upgrade or replacement with 
a more modern technology programed machine. 

In view of this possibility: 

Would it be remotely feasible or possible to AFFIX a (2)digit, 
(1) letter, (1) number code to precede ALL! entries made (input) 
information into ANY! and ALL! existing programs as needed by 
(input) requirements. 

To "GRAPHICALLY" indicate the year 2000 or the 21st. century and 
beyond, for that entry made? 

Each program as I see it, which ever one it may be. 
WILL! after the (input) manner discribed above.. 
WILL! (output) or divulge exactly what was (input). 

"GRAPHICALLY" showing or displaying the preceded letter and number 
code 

Which will inadvertently identify the correct century date. 

By the use of the letter number code provided to the Data Base Ctr 

Appropriate ledgers forms etc. may want to show the letter number 
code . 

Respectful ly , 



Wesley stout III 
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MICRO SOFT INC 
1 MICRO SOFT WAY 
REDMOND j WA . 
98052-6333 

ATT: MR. BILL GATES 
PRESIDENT 

DEAR MR GATES: 




08-17-96 
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I have been working toward an answer or sulotion to the recog/ 
nizable problem of computer logic breakdown by the year 2000- 
whereby all computers world wide will not have the capability of 
recognizing one century from the other -(copy of the article inclosed.) 
by the use of the (2) digit number system now being used to identify 
^the 19th - century . 

I have worked out a practical solution to this problem- And 
I have been informed by the U.S. Patent Attys . that the solution 
I worked out is 100% Patentable. 

MY WORKED OUT SYSTEM WILL ENSURE THE USE OF THE (2)DIGIT NUMBER 
SYSTEM FOR THE NEXT SEVERAL THOUSAND YEARS TO COME. 

I am a [74) yr. old retired Disabled Vetran. And by choice have 
become an Inventor. 

The computer software invention is of the latest inventions. The 
U.S. Supreme court has recently ruled , Computer Programing is 100% 
Patentable . 

I would like to share this invented consumer product with Micro Soft. 
In as much this is going to be an international consumer product. 

I have the solution to the problem. But I dont have the finances 
to Patent It. there any way at all Micro Soft can help me? 

Respectful ly Yours 
Wesley Stout III 
938 E.Taylor St . #6 
Ladoga, In. 47954 
1-317-942-2037 
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Micro Soft Inc. ^ 0Sf'/3 - ; 

77 W.Wacker Dr. m a c- 

Suite 400 
Chicago , II . 
60601 

Att: Mr. Paul Houghton 
District Manager 

Dear Mr .Houghton ; 

After a day and a half, I was Finally given your name and address. 

Please read the article I have inclosed with this letter , pointing 
out a pending computer software breakdown by the year 2000. 
Whereby all computers word wide will lose their computer logic. Nat 
having the capability of recognizing one Century from the other. 
Causing serious problems all over the world. 

With this thought in mind I set out to find a solution to this 
computer problem. 

I have a system whereby the [2) digit number system now being used 
to identify the 19th. Centuhy can be used to identify all future 
centuries to come. Several thousand years and more. 

It is going to involve Software, and Micro Chip alterations. Very 
slight alterations. I foresee no great expense involved in this 
change. It is very simple and precise. 

I would consider presenting or submitting this idea to Micro Soft 
provided ! 

Respectful ly , 



938 EAST TAYLOR ST . #6 , P . 0 . BOX 525 LAD0GA,IN: 47954, 317-942-2037 FAX 942-0319 
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W.I.S.H. TV 
CHANNEL 8 

1950 N. MERIDIAN ST. 
INDIANAPOLIS, IN. 
46202 



ATT: MR. MIKE AHERN 

ANCHOR NEWS TEAM 




07-17-96 




DEAR MR. AHERN: 

In -this letter I am inclosing a copy of an editorial I Found July 
02-96 j The article painted out a serious computer problem about to 
take place Jan. 01. 2000 at 12.01 AM. 

Whereby all computers using a [2) digit numbering system for Century 
Identification purposes would give incorrect answers and or be obsolete. 
As the editorial warns us. I believe this to be very true, and that 
such an event could take place. It is a Logical statement. 

I have worked out what I have determined to be a Logical answer and 
or solution to this computer problem. 

I have mailed out about a dozeh letters. But have had NO! response, 
no one seems to have taken me or this problem seriously. 

Is there something wrong in my approach to them? 

Is there No Logic in what I have tried to say to them? 

Can you help me? To whom do I turn? PLEASE, respond, 



Sincerely , 



WESLEY STOUT III 
938 E.TAYLOR ST . #6 
LADOGA, IN. 47954-9438 
1-317-942-2037 
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